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Taste Patterns, Emergence and Practices:
A Study of Parents and Students Choosing Music
Talent Classes

Wan-Yu Liao*

Abstract

From Bourdieu's point of view, "taste" is a symbol of class, and
education is the training of taste to help individuals obtain the essential
password needed to crack cultural capital. This study attempts to use
Bourideu's theory as a framework for analyzing the taste patterns and
practices of parents choosing music talent classes for their children, and to
explore transformations in the emergence and practice of taste among music
talent class students through Hennion's dynamic taste practice theory. The
study found that the taste patterns and practices of parents are a taste of
liberty and diversity, edifying the elite through the field, and shaping the
elegant temperament and taste of students. Through continuous capital
accumulation, high added value is created, and finally parents’ own customs
and habits are continued in the next generation. After students pass through
the music talent classes selected by their parents, they develop their own
sense of taste influenced by their peers in the classes. Through the
interdependence of their ability to shape capital and tasteful activities,
students practice the realm of unity of music and self through musical
instrument performances, so that taste can be generated naturally. At the end

of the paper, suggestions for future research and suggestions for parents and
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teaching practices are put forward. Parents can participate in school
activities more, obtain more diversified interaction in their taste practices
with their children, and encourage students in music talent classes to "show

themselves", and thus allow their taste to naturally emerge and be practiced.

Keywords: music talent class, Bourdieu, cultural capital, Hennion, taste
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